
Police Act 1997 (Criminal Record Certificates: Relevant Matters) (Amendment) (England 

and Wales) Order 2013

List of offences which will always be disclosed on criminal record certificates 

and enhanced criminal record certificates issued by the Disclosure and Barring 

Service

Arrangements were introduced on 29th May 2013 to filter out certain old and minor 

convictions and cautions for criminal record certificates and enhanced criminal record 

certificates issued by the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).  These 

arrangements are set out in The Police Act 1997 (Criminal Record Certificates: 

Relevant Matters) (Amendment) (England and Wales) Order 2013 (“the Order”).  The 

rules covering filtering are as follows:

Convictions

A conviction received when the person was 18 or over will not be disclosed only if:

(i) 11 years have elapsed since the date of conviction;

(ii) it is the person’s only conviction; and

(iii) it did not result in a custodial sentence.

Even then, it will only be removed if it does not appear on the list of specified 

offences which must always be disclosed.  If a person has more than one conviction, 

then details of all their convictions will always be included.

A conviction received when the person was under 18 would become eligible for 

filtering after 5.5 years – unless it is on the list of specified offences which must 

always be disclosed, a custodial sentence was received or the individual has more 

than one conviction.

Cautions

A caution received when the person was 18 or over will not be disclosed if six years 

have elapsed since the date of issue – and if it does not appear on the list of 

specified offences which must always be disclosed.

A caution received when the person was under 18 will not be disclosed if 2 years 

have elapsed since the date of issue – but only if it does not appear on the list of 

specified offences which must always be disclosed.

List of specified offences which must always be disclosed

Certain sexual, violent and other offences are considered so serious that they will 

always be disclosed, regardless of when they took place and the person’s criminal 

record.  These offences are described in the Order and a list of offences which are 

always disclosable has been derived from the Order and set out below.  The list is 

attached and arranged alphabetically by Act of Parliament and offences are shown 

sequentially by section within each Act.

The following categories of offences would also always be disclosed:

(i)  an offence which has been superseded (directly or indirectly) by any of the 

offences on the list below;

(ii)  an offence of attempting or conspiring to commit any of the offences on the list ;

(iii)  an offence of inciting or aiding, abetting, counselling or procuring the commission 

of any of the offences on the list;

(iv)  an offence under the law of Scotland or Northern Ireland or any foreign country 

which corresponds to any of the offences on the list;

(v)  certain offences under legislation applicable to the armed forces which 

correspond to any of the offences on the list.

The list of offences will be updated to reflect changes to legislation in the future.


