NATIONAL EMPLOYMENT AND HEALTH INNOVATIONS NETWORK

5 June 2006

Dear Colleagues,
At our last network meeting we raised once again the question “Does the UK need a Vocational Rehab Institute/Rehab Standards Council?”
We held two workshops led by members of the Vocational Rehabilitation Association and the Case Management Society and attended by about 50 network members, who included a broad range of health and rehab. professionals. 
We were struck by both the similarities and the differences between what people in the workshops were saying. However the overall messages were that despite the definitional issues (What is Rehabilitation?), the number of existing professional bodies already involved in standard setting and accreditation of training and a certain degree of suspicion about motivation:
· There is merit in trying to pull together a single national body to represent the whole range of professionals and associations in the rehabilitation field
· That if such a body were to exist it would have to be supported and recognized by government

· That such a body would have to be commercially disinterested and independent of sectional interests without compromising the distinct professional identities of its membership

· There has never been a better time to bring government and other stakeholders together to work on such an idea

Having reviewed these findings we are proposing on behalf of the Network to approach the organizations listed in the appendix to this document to gauge interest in convening a time-limited National Rehabilitation Forum to work with Government representatives on bringing into being a national body to support and accredit professionals across the whole field. 
Bob Grove from the Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health – an independent body with no commercial interest in rehabilitation or professional affiliations in the field - has offered to convene the forum for its initial phase. 
If you have any comments on this proposal or on the report below, or have suggestions for who should be involved in the proposed forum, please send them to Bob at bob.grove@scmh.org.uk by Friday 9th June.
Yours faithfully

Bob Grove   Helen Merfield   Joy Reymond

